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FIELD  TRIPS  FOR  JULY 

On  Saturday,  July  11,  to  Canyon  Ranch  in  Marin  County.  This  place 
is  about  4 miles  north  of  the  town  of  Stinson  Beach.  It  can  be  reached  by 
taking  State  Route  No.  1 starting  at  the  south  end  of  Richardson  Bay, 
Bridge,  or  by  going  through  Fairfax  to  Olema  and  turning  south  for  about 
10  miles.  The  marine  life  in  Bolinas  Bay  and  Lagoon  and  Duxbury  Point 
tide  flats  will  again  be  the  subject  of  study  early  in  the  day  when  the  tide 
is  still  out.  Later  in  the  day  attention  will  probably  be  given  to  the  local 
bird  life  and  inter-relationship  between  the  animal  marine  life  found  here. 
A visit  to  Canyon  Ranch  will  also  be  made.  Waterproof  footwear  is  sug- 
gested for  walking  in  the  tide  flats.  Bring  binoculars,  telescopes,  interested 
friends  and  lunch.  Shovels  and  buckets  may  be  useful  in  the  tide  flats. 
Meet  at  8:30  a.m.  at  Canyon  Ranch.  Leader  to  be  announced. 

On  Saturday,  July  18,  at  5:30  p.m.  and  continuing  into  the  evening 
there  will  be  a pot-luck  picnic  in  Redwood  Regional  Park  at  the  Old  Church 
area.  This  spot  has  been  reserved  for  our  group.  Come  prepared  to  do  a 
little  birding,  a little  walking  and  a lot  of  eating  and  talking.  There  will  be 
no  formal  speeches  or  program.  This  is  a good  chance  for  the  membership 
to  get  together  and  become  acquainted.  Enter  the  park  at  tlie  south  en- 
trance off  Redwood  Road;  proceed  beyond  the  apple  orchard  about  a half 
mile.  The  area  is  marked.  ( It  is  in  the  East  Bay  Regional  Park  District. ) 

July  25  and  26,  Saturday  and  Sunday,  to  California  Alpine  Club  Echo 
Summit  Lodge  at  Echo  Summit  in  the  Sierra.  This  area  is  similar  to  Wright’s 
Lake  with  mountain  lakes  and  streams  and  flower-laden  alpine  meadows. 
Many  birds  of  Canadian  and  Transition  zones  may  be  seen  here.  Take 
Highway  40  to  Sacramento.  At  Sacramento  take  Highway  50  through 
Placerville  to  sign  reading  Echo  Lakes.  Turn  off  highway  and  go  to  end  of 
road  one  mile.  Greyhound  travelers  get  off  at  Little  Norway  and  walk  one 
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mile  or  call  lodge  for  ti'ansportation.  For  resort  accommodations  contact 
AJpine  Club,  Little  Norway,  Calif.  Phone  Kimball  4-3776.  Approximate 
cost  for  dinner,  over-night  lodging  and  breakfast  is  $6.00.  Bring  your  own 
bedding  or  sleeping  bag.  Campers  may  camp  at  The  Firs,  a public  camp 
ground  close  by.  Meet  at  Lodge,  9 a.m.  and  2 p.m.,  Saturday  and  8 a.m., 
Sunday.  Leader,  Patricia  Triggs,  DO  2-7177  (work),  MO  4-8502  (home). 
Co-hostess,  Mrs.  Elaine  Ellick,  456-2613  (San  Anselmo  — 14  Oak  Spring 
Drive. ) ^ , 


DATES  TO  SAVE  FOR  SPECIAL  TRIPS 

Saturday,  August  8,  to  Aden’s  Resort  to  look  for  cuckoos.  Also  August  9. 
Sunday,  August  30,  offshore  boat  trip  from  Monterey,  to  be  repeated  on 
Saturday,  October  3,  with  Los  Angeles  Audubon  Society.  — HAROLD  G. 
PETERSON,  Field  Trips  Chairman. 

FOR  THE  CHILDREN 
Some  California  Trees 

If  you  are  in  the  country  tliis  summer  you  will  be  coming  upon  certain 
trees  common  in  our  State.  We  thought  you  might  like  to  be  able  to  recog- 
nize a few  of  these  trees  when  you  see  them.  This  isn’t  difficult  at  all.  On  a 
trip  to  Canyon  Ranch  a few  weeks  ago  a Boy  Scout  completed  one  require- 
ment for  his  First  Class  Scout  rank  by  learning  to  recognize  twenty  trees 
which  we  passed  on  the  way.  You  can  do  it  too,  and  here  are  a few  trees 
for  a starter: 

The  Coast  Redwood,  Sequoia  sempervirens,  is  our  State  tree.  It  has 
a soft  reddish  bark  and  a tall,  straight  trunk.  Its  leaves,  needles,  are  ar- 
ranged on  the  stem  in  the  pattern  of  a feather,  two  rows  opposite  each 
other.  The  small  wooden  cones  are  dark  in  color  and  tlieir  bracts,  wooden 
leaves,  open  to  shed  the  seeds  inside.  In  springtime  the  tips  of  the  branches 
are  bright  green  widi  the  new  needles  grown  that  year.  The  Coast  Redwood 
is  a very  tall  Ree,  as  much  as  340  feet  high,  taller  tlian  the  Giant  Redwoods 
of  the  mountains.  These  two  trees  belong  to  the  same  group  but  differ  in 
many  ways.  The  Sequoia  gigantea,  or  Big  Tree,  has  a purplish  bark,  so 
soft  that  you  can  sink  your  fingernail  deep  into  it.  Its  cones  are  larger  than 
tliose  of  the  Coast  Redwood  and  are  quite  oblong  in  shape.  The  needles 
grow  in  a different  pattern,  too,  close  to  the  stem  with  their  points  sticking 
outward  and  their  bases  lying  underneath  the  tip  of  the  needle  below. 
These  trees  are  tremendously  wide  around.  Both  redwoods  live  for  a very 
long  time.  They  are  not  subject  to  diseases  other  Lees  get,  and  insects  can- 
not bore  through  tlie  thick  bark  which  is  filled  with  a strong  acid. 

We  have  several  sorts  of  oaks  gi'owing  in  California.  The  one  which 
grows  near  the  Coast  is  a live  oak,  which  means  that  it  does  not  lose  all  its 
leaves  at  the  same  time  of  year  and  thus  stand  bare.  On  the  other  hand  it 
does  lose  some  of  its  leaves  tliroughout  the  year.  The  Coast  Live  Oak 
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Querciis  agrifolia,  has  a leaf  with  prickles  around  the  edge,  but  otherwise 
the  leaf  is  not  cut  into  so  that  it  is  roughly  oblong  in  shape,  the  top  surface 
crrrving  under.  If  you  look  carefully  at  the  veins  on  the  underside  of  the 
leaves  you  will  find  in  the  angles  a bit  of  soft  fuzz,  white  in  young  leaves, 
turning  reddish  in  older  ones.  This  will  help  you  to  distinguish  the  Coast 
Live  Oak  from  the  Interior  live  Oak,  Quercus  wislizeni,  which  grows 
farther  inland.  This  oak  has  narrow  leaves,  most  of  which  also  have  prickles 
at  the  edges.  But  the  leaves  do  not  bend  under.  All  oaks  bear  acorns,  which 
are  their  seeds.  Both  the  Coast  Live  Oak  and  the  Interior  Live  Oak  have 
acorns  from  1-1^2  inches  long,  but  those  of  the  Interior  Live  Oak  are  much 
narrower. 

The  Monterey  Pine  is  another  tree  common  to  the  region  near  our 
Coast.  All  pine  tree  have  their  needles  in  bundles  and  bear  cones.  ( By  the 
way,  pine  cones  grow  only  on  pine  trees.  Redwood  cones  on  Redwood 
trees,  and  Fir  cones  on  fir  trees. ) There  are  three  needles  in  a bundle  on  the 
Monterey  Pine  and  the  cone  is  twisted  so  that  the  stem  is  not  opposite  tire 
tip.  We  have  still  other  pine  trees  in  California.  The  Yellow  Pine,  Pinus  pon- 
derosa,  of  the  mountains  has  three  needles  in  a bundle  and  a cone  3-5  inches 
long.  The  Sugar  Pine,  Pinus  lambertiana,  grows  in  the  mountains  too,  but 
its  needles  are  short  and  grow  in  fives.  (Easy  to  remember:  s-u-g-a-r,  1- 
2-3-4-S ) . Its  cone  is  as  much  as  20  inches  long  and  is  light  tan  in  color. 

That’s  enough  for  today!  Two  redwoods,  two  oaks  and  three  pines!  If 
you  want  to  hear  more  about  the  trees  let  me  know. 

Have  a happy  vacation!  — JANET  NICKELSBURG,  Education  Chair- 
man. 


SUNOL  VALLEY  REGIONAL  PARK,  APRIL  16 

The  day  was  lovely  as  well  as  die  region,  and  Welch  Creek  Road, 
which  just  inside  the  park  runs  east,  is  especially  beautiful.  High  banks 
rise  steeply  from  both  sides;  on  the  left  from  the  road,  on  the  right  from 
the  stream  well  below.  Thanks  to  their  steepness  they  have  never  been 
grazed.  Hence,  the  northern  exposure  on  the  right,  being  shady,  is  covered 
with  ferns,  while  the  southern  exposure  on  the  left  exhibits  a wide  variety 
of  flowers.  The  flatter  terrain  at  Park  Headquarters,  after  being  grazed  for 
several  decades,  has  lost  as  many  native  plants  as  it  has  gained  weeds. 
Birds  do  not  discriminate  between  die  two  areas.  Our  list  of  40  included 
Violet-green,  Tree,  and  Rough-winged  Swallows,  Magpies,  Bluebirds,  and 
Orioles.  The  best  of  the  flowers,  perhaps,  were  Chinese  Houses,  a Wind 
Poppy,  and  Fairy  Lanterns.  — MARSHALL  JENCKS,  Leader. 


—51 


1964 


THE  GULL 


JULY 


NEW  MEMBERS 

We  welcome  the  following  new  members  to  our  Society:  from  Berke- 
ley, Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eric  K.  Christian,  Mrs.  John  W.  Dang,  Mildred  J.  Weseen; 
from  Lafayette,  Amie  Watkins,  M.D.;  from  Oakland,  Master  Scott  Terrill; 
from  Piedmont,  Mr.  William  B.  Murj)hy;  from  Richmond,  Mr.  Jack  Gug- 
golz;  from  San  Francisco,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Arnold  Gilbert,  Dr.  Ernest  Levinger, 
Mrs.  Rachel  M.  Lombardo;  from  San  Mateo,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Dwight  New- 
ton. — MARJORIE  N.  WILSON,  Membership  Chairman 

BIRD  OBSERVATIONS  — On  May  3 a male  hermit  warbler  visited  the  suet 
feeders  in  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Dealey’s  garden  in  the  Oakland  hills. 

Phyllis  Zweigart  and  Bertha  Underhill  found  a pair  of  hermit  warblers 
in  Tilden  Regional  Park  on  May  II,  foraging  in  tall  pines  with  a Townsend’s 
warbler.  They  remained  until  May  18. 

ROGER  TORY  PETERSON  URGES  PESTICIDE  CONTROLS 

In  his  well-documented  testimony  in  Washington  before  Senator 
Ribicoff’s  subcommittee  investigating  pesticides.  Dr.  Roger  Tory  Peterson 
has  warned  that  not  only  the  bald  eagle  but  the  osprey  and  other  fish- 
eating birds  are  seriously  threatened  because  insecticide  poisoning  is 
destroying  their  ability  to  reproduce.  His  statistics  revealed  that  a colony  of 
ospreys  at  the  mouth  of  the  Connecticut  River  has  declined  from  150 
breeding  pairs  in  1954  to  only  15  pairs  in  1964. 

“Projecting  this  decline,”  he  asserted,  “we  should  see  our  last  nest  on 
the  Connecticut  in  1970  or  ’71  — in  only  5 or  6 years.” 

Analyses  of  osprey  eggs  that  failed  to  hatch  disclosed  significant 
amounts  of  DDT,  DDE  and  other  derivatives  of  DDT.  Thirty  samples  of 
fish  taken  from  the  nests  all  contained  these  poisons. 

“Nor  are  the  ospreys  the  only  birds  that  are  disappearing  on  the  Con- 
necticut. We  no  longer  hear  the  bitterns  booming  and  the  colonies  of  night 
herons  have  disappeared.  We  have  not  seen  a single  kingfisher  this  year.  It 
is  a sad  thing  to  see  a beautiful  river  becoming  devoid  of  life.”  . . . 

‘ What  is  most  needed,  as  Charles  Elton  the  English  ecologist  wrote  in 
1958  and  my  colleague,  Roland  Clement,  has  often  restated  in  this  country, 
is  to  bring  about  a gradual  change  of  emphasis  that  will  consider  chemicals 
only  one  among  many  approaches  to  insect  control.  The  long-run,  ecologic 
solution  of  this  problem  will  bring  Nature  back  into  the  act  as  the  farmer’s 
partner,  and  use  natural  controls  as  much  as  possible,  design  new  cultural 
methods,  use  chemical  controls  as  a surgeon  uses  a scalpel  instead  of  as  a 
bludgeon,  and  finally,  develop  biological  controls  for  the  major  insect  pests* 
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1 <-•  1 wish  to  conclude  by  oflFering  some  recommen- 

c ations.  First  it  is  rny  opinion  that  aldrin,  endrin,  dieldrin  and  all  eom- 
pounds  or  the  chlorinated  hydrocarbon  complex  be  banned.  Permits  to 
manuracture  them  should  be  withdrawn.  As  I remarked  earlier  it  is  imposs- 
1 )le  to  keep  these  poisons  from  contaminating  our  entire  environment  so 
long  as  winds  blow,  waters  flow  and  fishes  swim  . . . 

In  one  of  her  statements  to  a committee  of  Congress  about  a year 
fhe  late  Rachel  Carson  urged  the  creation  by  law  of  a federal  Board 
of  Control  that  would  have  authority  to  regulate  the  distribution  and  use 
u pesticides.  I endorse  Miss  Carson’s  proposal.  Such  a Board 

should  not  be  made  up  of  representatives  of  pest-control  bureaus  sitting 
in  judgment  on  their  own  programs.  To  be  effective  a Control  Board  should 
be  so  eonstituted  as  to  permit  the  over-ruling  of  the  speeial  interest  in 
favor  of  the  broader  public  interest.  Someone  must  have  the  veto  power 
when  a veto  is  necessary  to  prevent  the  progressive  pollution  of  the  environ- 
ment. . . . 

“The  Department  of  Agriculture,  through  its  pesticides  registration 
branch,  has  the  power  now  to  restriet  drastically  the  use  of  the  persistent 
chemicals.  But  is  it  likely  to  do  so?  If  the  Department  of  Agriculture  will 
not  or  cannot  act  under  its  own  steam,  then  Congress  should  give  it  some 
help.  Congress  can  help  by  amending  the  pesticide  laws,  or  by  creating  a 
new  Control  Board  that  will  have  the  power  it  needs  to  protect  our  environ- 
ment.” 


SANCTUARY  AND  MEMORIAL  GIFTS 

Mrs.  James  Jenkins  was  honored  on  her  75th  birthday  by  a gift  to  the 
Audubon  Canyon  Ranch  fund  contributed  by  her  children,  Sal  and  Bill 
MaeHale,  Jim  and  Edith  Jenkins,  Ellie  and  Parker  Wood,  and  her  grand- 
children and  great  grandehildren. 

A gift  in  memory  of  Herbert  S.  Henderson  was  contributed  by  Virginia 
J.  Orton  to  the  Canyon  Ranch  fund.  — DR.  ALBERT  BOLES,  Sanctuary 
and  Memorial  Fund  Chairman. 


For  the  future  of  Audubon  Canyon  Ranch  we  solicit  bequests  to  the  San  Francisco 
Foundation,  351  California  St.,  San  Francisco,  for  addition  to  the  Audubon  Canyon 
Ranch  Endowment  Fund. 


SUMMER  HOURS  — The  National  Audubon  Center,  2426  Bancroft 
Way,  Berkeley,  will  be  closed  through  July  10  for  inventory.  From  July  13 
to  31  it  will  be  open  Monday  through  Friday  from  noon  to  5.  Beginning 
August  1 it  will  also  be  open  on  Saturdays  from  11  to  4. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT 


For  the  Fiscal  Year  ended  May  31,  1964 

At  May  31,  1963,  CASH  & Securities  (Cost)  $5,667.41 

Income:  i 

Membership  Dues:  National  3,158.27 

Local  63.00  3,221.27 


GULL  Subscriptions 

126.66 

Interest  and  Dividends 

128.71 

Charles  B.  Lastreto  Estate 

9.73 

Screen  Tour:  Income  1,985.50 

Expense  1,255.17 

730.33 

Disbursements  (net): 

GULL,  Printing  and  Mailing 

1,979.95 

$9,884.11 

Field  Trips 

413.55 

Meetings 

170.56 

Gifts  and  Donations 

440.00 

Audubon  Canyon  Ranch  promotion 

1,409.05 

Operating  Expense:  Telephone,  Postage, 
Stationery,  Insurance,  etc. 

574.49 

At  May  31,  1964,  CASH  & Securities  (cost) 

4,987.90 

4,896.21 

$9,884.11 

Cash  held  by  Colden  Cate  Audubon  Society  for  purchase  of  Audubon 
Canyon  Ranch  - $30,440.90.  - ALICE  RADCLIFFE,  Treasurer. 
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GOLDEN  GATE  AUDUBON  SOCIETY,  INC. 

Established  January  25,  1 91  7 A Branch  of  the  National  Audubon  Society  since  1 948 


President A.  Warren  Larson 44  Rincon  Road,  Berkeley  7 525-9149 

Vice  President W\iss  Bertha  Underhill 35  Tamalpais  Rd.,  Berkeley  848-0131 

Vice  President Robert  C.  DaCosta....2340  Francisco  St.,  Apt.  102,  San  Francisco  23  WE  1-5257 

Alice  D.  Radcliffe 2101  Bay  St.,  San  Francisco  JO  7-5856 

Recording  Secretary Miss  Patricia  Triggs 2038  - 33rd  Ave.,  San  Francisco  MO  4-8502 

Corresponding  Secretary Miss  Patricia  A.  Tiggard 221  Highland  Ave.,  Piedmont  11  OL  5-8567 

Director Miss  Aileen  Pierson 810  Gonzalez  Dr.,  San  Francisco  JU  7-4163 

Director Miss  Erline  Hevel 1801  California  St.,  San  Francisco  PR  5-6498 

Director Crawford  H.  Thomas 1739  Valleio  St.,  San  Francisco  OR  3-6709 

Editor Mrs.  Violet  Homem 6911  Armour  Dr.,  Oakland  11  655-8886 

Field  Trips  Chairman Harold  G.  Peterson 3548  - 65th  Ave.,  Oakland  LO  8-7534 

Membership  Chairman Mrs.  Marjorie  N.  Wilson 3839  Divisidero  St.,  San  Francisco  WE  1-2371 

Education  Chairman Mrs.  Janet  Nickelsburg 2585  Union,  San  Francisco  23  WA  1-9449 

Sanctuary  & Memorial 

Fund  Chairman Dr.  Albert  Boles 854  Longridge  Rd.,  Oakland  10  GL  1-6267 

Wildlife  Film  Chairman Mrs.  Frances  Ellen  Fallgatter 406  El  Cerrito,  Piedmont  11  OL  5-9582 

Conservation  Chairman Paul  F.  Covel 2860  Delaware  St.,  Oakland  2 KE  6-4120 

Canyon  Ranch  Film 

Distribution  Chairman Mrs.  Bonnie  Smith 555  Dewey  Blvd.,  San  Francisco  OV  1-7635 

Canyon  Ranch  Fund 

Raising  Chairman Mrs.  Myra  Browne 482  Broadmoor,  San  Leandro  568-1921 


Claims  for  missing  numbers  of  THE  GULL  should  be  sent  to  the  Editor.  Changes  of  address  should  be 
sent  to  the  Membership  Chairman. 


Monthly  meetings  second  Thursday,  7:30  p.m.  Joint  Membership,  Local  and  National,  $8.50  per  year, 
includes  AUDUBON  MAGAZINE  and  THE  GULL.  Subscription  to  THE  GULL  separately  $2.00  per  year. 


Visit  the  Conservation  Center  of  the  NATIONAL  AUDUBON  SOCIETY 
2426  Bancroft  Way,  Berkeley,  California  94701  TH  8-4042 
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